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CLAIMS: 

1 . A method for interacting with an information repository, the repository characterized 
as an object space, a user accessing said object space through a network interface, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

establishing a relevance interface, the interface adaptively defining a collection of 
content pointers, each content pointer corresponding to an object within the space, the collection 
organized as a grouping of sets of indicia, the relevance interface overlaying and cooperating with 

said network interface; 

generating at least one subject keyword; 

searching the object space with said network interface, in accordance with the 

keyword query; 

retrieving objects from the object space, each retrieved object associated with the 
query keyword; and 

organizing retrieved objects in accordance with a context derived from the relevance 
interface, retrieved objects displayed to a user over the network interface in a ranking order 
corresponding to said context derived organization. 



2. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
interacting with at least one of the retrieved objects; 
maintaining an historical record of object interaction by a user; 
enabling storage or selection of preferred objects by a user; and 
wherein the context is derived from the historical record. 
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3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the network interface comprises an 
network browser application configured to display content defining an information object, the 
relevance interface automatically generating the at least one subject keyword from a context derived 
5 from content of a displayed information object. 



4. The method according to claim 2, the network interface comprising a network 
browser application configured to display content defining an information object, wherein 
maintaining an historical record further comprises analyzing user behavior with respect to displayed 
1 0 information object and, wherein the context is derived from said user behavior. 



U 15 



5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the user behavior is selected from the 
group consisting of a user dwell time at a particular information object, a number of repeat visits to a 
particular information object, and a number of purchases made from a particular Web site. 



6. The method according to claim 5, further comprising: 

establishing a catalog of relevant information object collections; 
automatically populating the catalog with relevant information object collections; and 
wherein the catalog being established and populated by the relevance interface in 
20 accordance with said user behavior. 
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7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the catalog comprises a listing of object 
space domains. 

8. A method for interacting with an information repository, the repository characterized 
as an object space, a user accessing said object space through a network interface, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing a relevance interface, the interface adaptively defining a collection of 
content pointers, each content pointer corresponding to an object within the space, the collection 
organized as a grouping of sets of indicia, the relevance interface overlaying and cooperating with 
said network interface; 

accessing a particular object within the object space with said network interface; 

requesting a relevance search from the relevance interface; 

wherein the relevance interface evaluates a first context indicia of the particular 
object accessed and automatically retrieves an additional set of objects from the object space, each 
retrieved object associated with the context indicia; and 

wherein the relevance interface organizes said retrieved objects in accordance with a 
second context derived from the collection of content pointers. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the object space is a wide area network 
and wherein the particular object accessed is characterized as a domain within said network 
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10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the network domain comprises an 
organized collection of content objects, the additional set of objects automatically retrieved by the 
interface corresponding to content objects associated with the context indicia. 



11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the network interface comprises a 
network browser application program, the accessing step further comprising: 

browsing the wide area network with the browser application program; and 
entering a network domain. 



12. The method according to claim 11, the step of evaluating a first content indicia 

further comprising: 

reading content from the entered network domain; and 

ordering the read content so as to establish a keyword context collection, the 
collection defining the first content indicia. 



13. The method according to claim 12, further comprising: 

searching the indicia groupings of the collection of content pointers; 
comparing each grouping indicia to the keyword context collection; 
assigning an index to each grouping indicia that matches a keyword context from the 



collection; and 
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accessing individual ones of pages of the network domain in accordance with said 
assigned index, the accessed pages having content corresponding to a keyword context matching a 
grouping indicia of the collection of content pointers. 

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the requesting step is performed by a user 
making a single functional action. 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein the network domain comprises an 
electronic commerce site, the site further including a plurality of content pages organized in 
accordance with a product hierarchy and, wherein the collection of content pointers comprises a 
hierarchical organization of user defined recommended content sites, the relevance interface 
extracting particular ones of content pages from an accessed domain in accordance with a relevance 
model based upon a user's hierarchical organization of recommended content sites. 

16. The method according to claim 15 further comprising the step of displaying only 
those content pages which are extracted in accordance with the relevance model. 

17. A method for interacting with an information repository, the repository characterized 
as an object space, a user accessing said object space through a network interface, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

establishing a relevance interface, the interface adaptively defining a collection of 
content pointers, each content pointer corresponding to an object within the space, the collection 
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organized as a context relevant hierarchy, the relevance interface overlaying and cooperating with 



said network interface; 



browsing through a plurality of objects within the object space with said relevance 



interface; 



accessing particular ones of said objects; and 

assigning each such accessed object to a position within the context relevant 



hierarchy, 



18. The method according to claim 1 7, further comprising: 
evaluating a context indicia of each object accessed; and 

wherein the relevance interface displays the context relevant hierarchy to a user in 
accordance with a ranking order determined by a user profile. 



19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the user profile comprises a relevance 
model, the relevance model adaptively redefining the context relevant hierarchy in accordance with 
objects accessed by a user. 



20. The method according to claim 19, wherein the information repository comprises a 
plurality of network domains, each including a plurality of content pages organized in accordance 
with a product hierarchy and, wherein the collection of content pointers comprises a hierarchical 
organization of user defined recommended content sites, the relevance interface assigning particular 
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ones of content pages from an accessed domain to the collection of content pointers in accordance 
with a user's hierarchical organization of recommended content sites, 

21- The method according to claim 20, the relevance model adaptively redefining the 
context relevant hierarchy in accordance with a user's browsing interaction metric. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein the user's browsing interaction metric is 
selected from the group consisting of a user dwell time at a particular page, a number of repeat visits 
to a particular page, a time of day at which a user visits a page, a time of year, a system type used to 
access a page, and a number of purchases made from a particular domain. 

23. A method for interacting with an information repository, the repository characterized 
as an object space, a user accessing said object space through a network interface, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing a relevance interface, the interface adaptively defining a collection of 
content pointers, each content pointer corresponding to an object within the space, the relevance 
interface overlaying and cooperating with said network interface; 

defining a context relevant organization, the context relevant organization structured 
to contain a set of objects, the objects categorized in accordance with a user defined relevance metric; 

browsing through a plurality of objects within the object space with said relevance 

interface; 

evaluating a context indicia of each object accessed; 
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assigning each such accessed object to a position within the context relevant 
organization; and 

wherein the relevance interface adaptively rearranges the position of accessed objects 
in the context relevant organization in accordance with a user's browsing interaction behavior metric. 

5 

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the collection of content pointers is 
adaptively defined in accordance with the context relevant organization. 

Is 25. The method according to claim 24, wherein the information repository comprises a 

C! 10 plurality of network domains, each including a plurality of content pages organized in accordance 

3 with a product hierarchy and, wherein the context relevant organization comprises a hierarchical 

m organization of user defined recommended content sites, the relevance interface assigning particular 

O ones of accessed objects to the collection of content pointers. 

O 1 5 26 . The method according to claim 2 5 , further comprising: 

generating at least one subject keyword; 

searching the plurality of network domains with said network interface, in accordance 

with the keyword query; 

retrieving content page pointers from the network domains, each retrieved content 

20 page pointer associated with the query keyword; and 
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organizing retrieved content page pointers in accordance with a context derived from 
the context relevant organization, retrieved content page pointers displayed to a user over the 
network interface in a ranking order corresponding to said context relevant organization. 

27. The method according to claim 26 ? further comprising: 

interacting with at least one of the retrieved content page pointers in accordance with 
a browsing interaction behavior metric; 

maintaining a record of browsing interaction behavior metrics by a user; 

enabling storage or selection of preferred objects by a user; and 

wherein the context is derived from the record of browsing interaction behavior 

metrics. 

28. The method according to claim 27, wherein the network interface comprises an 
Internet browser application configured to display content defining an information object, the 
relevance interface automatically generating the at least one subject keyword from a context derived 
from content of a displayed information object. 

29. The method according to claim 28, wherein maintaining a record of browsing 
interaction behavior metrics further comprises analyzing user behavior with respect to displayed 
information objects and, wherein the context is derived from said user behavior. 
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30. The method according to claim 4, wherein the user behavior is selected from the 
group consisting of a user dwell time at a particular information object, a number of repeat visits to a 
particular information object, a time of day, a time of year, a system used to access an information 
object, and a number of purchases made from a particular Web domain. 

3 1 . The method according to claim 3 0, further comprising : 
establishing a catalog of relevant information object collections; 

automatically populating the catalog with relevant information object collections; and 
wherein the catalog being established and populated by the relevance interface in 
accordance with said user behavior. 

32. A method for searching an information repository, the information repository 
characterized as a topical hierarchical object space, the method comprising the steps of: 

establishing a collection of content pointers, the content pointers corresponding to 
objects contained within the information repository, each contributed by at least one user of a 
plurality of users, the collection organized in accordance with a topical categorical hierarchy; 

searching at least a portion of the collection of shared content pointers in accordance 

with a keyword query; 

augmenting the query with at least one vectorized token derived from the collection; 
searching the information repository in accordance with the augmented query 

keyword; and 
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matching the augmented query keyword to a content indicia associated with at least 
one of a group of objects; and 

retrieving at least one of said group of objects having a match between their content 
indicia and the augmented query keyword. 

33. The method according to claim 32, further comprising: 

accessing the information repository with a network interface application program; 
establishing a relevance interface, the relevance interface overlaying and cooperating 
with the network interface; and 

wherein the relevance interface establishes and maintains the collection of content 

pointers. 

34. The method according to claim 33, further comprising: 

organizing retrieved objects in accordance with a context derived from the topical 
categorical hierarchy of the content pointer collection; and 

displaying retrieved and organized objects to a user. 

35. The method according to claim 34, wherein the object space is a wide area network 
and wherein retrieved objects are retrieved from domains within said wide area network. 

36. The method according to claim 35, wherein the network interface comprises a 
network browser application program, the accessing step further comprising; 
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browsing the wide area network with the browser application program; and 
entering a network domain. 

37. The method according to claim 36, the step of matching a keyword to a content 

5 indicia further comprising: 

reading content from the entered network domain; and 

ordering the read content so as to establish a keyword context collection, the 
collection defining the content indicia. 

Cjl 0 38. The method according to claim 37, further comprising: 

K searching the topical categorical hierarchy of the collection of content pointers; 

m comparing each object's content indicia to a context index of the topical categorical 

P hierarchy; 

fll organizing retrieved objects in accordance with the context index of the topical 

015 categorical hierarchy, retrieved objects displayed to a user over the network interface in a ranking 
order corresponding to said context derived organization. 

39. The method according to claim 38, wherein the network domain comprises an 
electronic commerce site, the site further including a plurality of content pages organized in 
20 accordance with a product hierarchy and, wherein the collection of content pointers comprises a 
hierarchical organization of user defined recommended content sites, the relevance interface 
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extracting particular ones of content pages from an accessed domain in accordance with a relevance 
model based upon a user's hierarchical organization of recommended content sites. 

40. A method for generating ordered recommendations of content sources from an 

5 information repository comprising the steps of: 

establishing a relevance interface, the interface including a collection of content 
pointers, the content pointers corresponding to objects contained within the information repository, 
the collection organized in accordance with a topical categorical hierarchy; 
~? generating at least one query keyword; 

o searching the information repository; 

H retrieving a group of objects that each includes a content profile matching the query 

rt! keyword; 

p identifying a context within the collection; and 

ff] ranking the group of content sources based on a computed match between each 

O 1 5 object' s content profile and the identified context. 

41 . The method according to claim 40, further comprising: 

establishing a user's browsing interaction behavior metric with respect to each of the 

content pointers of the collection; and 
20 wherein the context is derived from said user's browsing interaction behavior metric. 

42. The method according to claim 4 1 , further comprising: 
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maintaining a record of browsing interaction behavior metrics by a user; and 
wherein the context is derived from the record of browsing interaction behavior 

metrics. 

43 . The method according to claim 42, further comprising: 

accessing at least one content source of the group of content sources, thereby 
performing a browsing interaction behavior; 

adding the accessed content source to an appropriate position within the topical 

categorical hierarchy of the content collection; and 

adaptively modifying the context for a subsequent identification step in accordance 

with the added content source. 

44. The method according to claim 43, further comprising the step of providing a 
network interface, the network interface defining a primary information repository interaction tool, 
wherein the network interface comprises a network browser application configured to display content 
defining an information object. 

45. The method according to claim 44, wherein maintaining a record of browsing 
interaction behavior metrics further comprises analyzing user behavior with respect to displayed 
information objects and, wherein the context is derived from said user behavior. 
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46. The method according to claim 45, wherein the user behavior is selected from the 
group consisting of a user dwell time at a particular information object, a number of repeat visits to a 
particular information object, a time of day, a time of year, a system used to access an information 
object, and a number of purchases made from a particular Web domain. 

5 

47. A method of structuring a collection of content pointers, wherein each content pointer 
is associated with a content source, the content pointers organized into a plurality of topical 

categories, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a data item identifying a content source; 
J 10 determining a category of the collection of shared content pointers in which to store 

Q the data item; and 

Hj storing the data item as a content pointer in the determined category of the collection. 

ry 48. The method according to claim 47, further comprising: 

O 1 5 identifying a context within the collection; 

identifying a content profile associated with each data item; and 
matching a data item's associated content profile to the context. 

49. The method according to claim 48, wherein the context is derived from a plurality of 
20 contextual tokens of the topical categorical hierarchy, each categorical element of the hierarchy 
defining a particular contextual token, each data item's content profile matched to the plurality of 
tokens and each data item stored in a respective category having a token match. 
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50. The method according to claim 49, wherein the context is adaptively modified to 
account for previously unreceived data items being stored in the collection. 
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